UGA School of Law COVID-19 FAQ Webpage, May 2021 by University of Georgia School of Law
Digital Commons @ Georgia Law 
COVID-19 Pandemic Archive Archives 
5-24-2021 
UGA School of Law COVID-19 FAQ Webpage, May 2021 
University of Georgia School of Law 
Recommended Citation 
University of Georgia School of Law, "UGA School of Law COVID-19 FAQ Webpage, May 2021" (2021). 
COVID-19 Pandemic Archive. 9. 
https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/covid/9 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives at Digital Commons @ Georgia Law. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in COVID-19 Pandemic Archive by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ 
Georgia Law. Please share how you have benefited from this access For more information, please contact 
tstriepe@uga.edu. 
last edited by:   lgrove   on:   05-24-2021
UNPUBLISHED
Reopening FAQ
We know you have a lot on your minds as you prepare for the fall term. As a reminder, the University is planning for two
possibilities:
1. In-person instruction with social distancing (recognizing that this will look very different across courses) and
2. A pivot to on-line learning.
Informed by student input, this Reopening FAQ, which will be updated regularly, is designed to provide additional details for
some of the most common questions.
As always, if you have questions, please contact Dr. Casey Graham, Director of Student Affairs, at casey.graham@uga.edu.
BEFORE YOU COME TO CAMPUS
What should I do each day before coming to school?
Take your temperature, self-monitor your health and use the University’s screening and notification tool called
DawgCheck. Additional information on this tool is forthcoming.
Also, make sure you have your mask or face covering before coming to campus!
What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat,
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
What should I do if I have a fever, symptoms of COVID-19 or otherwise feel sick?
Stay home and, depending on your condition, contact the University Health Center or your personal health care provider
(Guidance from the CDC can be found here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-
sick.html ).
If your health allows, attend class virtually (and let your professor(s) know). If your health does not allow, that’s ok – just let
your professors (and Casey Graham) know. We are adjusting the attendance policy (details forthcoming), and those
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adjustments will reflect the need to prioritize health and safety.
WHILE ON CAMPUS
What steps should I take to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission?
Wear a mask, practice social distancing, clean and disinfect frequent touchpoints (knobs, buttons, workspaces, devices,
etc.), avoid sharing items (pens, books, etc.) with others, wash your hands regularly, avoid touching your face, and sneeze
or cough into your elbow.
Do I need to wear a mask while in Law School buildings?
Yes (except in cases of accommodations for documented medical conditions). All University System of Georgia (USG)
institutions require all faculty, staff, students, and visitors to wear an appropriate face covering while inside campus
facilities/buildings where six feet social distancing may not always be possible. Face covering use will be in addition to and
is not a substitute for social distancing. Face coverings are not required when you are alone in an office or study room.
What If I forget a mask?
Pick one up from the Security Desk near the entrance to the Law Library, the Deans’ Suite, or outside Mary Beisswenger’s
office (on the first floor of Hirsch Hall, next to Classroom A).
What will the building hours be?
The Law School will be open from 7:30am to 5pm, Monday-Friday. After those hours, key card access will be required. In
an effort to reduce building density, the Law School is modifying the class schedule so that certain cohorts of students are
in class on certain days.
What should I do if I begin to feel sick at school?
Students showing symptoms should go home immediately and schedule an appointment with their UHC Primary Care
Provider by calling 706-542-1162 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m). UHC is asking for students to please avoid doing walk-
ins.
Additionally, please also notify your professors and Dr. Casey Graham so we can make sure you are receiving the support
and assistance you need from the law school.
Will we be able to use the Law Library?
Yes. The Law Library will be open and operating hours are as follows:
Monday - Thursday: 7am - 9pm
Friday: 7am - 7pm
Saturday: 9am - 5pm
Sunday: 1pm - 9pm
Library staff will be monitoring the number of patrons in order to reduce density. While in the library, please maintain social
distancing and only utilize designated seats. Both for reasons of de-densifying the building and as a courtesy to
classmates, students are encouraged to use the library on days when they are scheduled to have in-person classes.
What will be the policies regarding use of the library?
Library seating is being marked according to recommended distance guidelines
Plexiglass has been installed at the reference and circulation desk
Two public personal computers will be available for emergency use
Reference services will be available virtually
Students can request pickup/hold of any print materials using GAVEL and we’ll arrange for touchless pickup. Just
remember: all print materials must be quarantined for 72 hours upon return.
Library print materials should be returned using the outdoor book drop.
Commonly shared items such as staplers, paper clips, etc. will not be available.
You will be able to access printers and scanners
Will study rooms and common areas throughout the law school be open?
Yes. Common areas in the hallways, the Café and the Courtyard will be available to students, as usual. Be sure to heed
social distancing guidelines and remain six feet apart.
The study rooms in the Café will be open with a maximum occupancy of 2 students each.
Unused classroom space is also available for use as a study area until 7:00 p.m. (This will allow maintenance crew to
clean the rooms before locking them overnight).
Cleaning products will be available in these common areas so students can wipe down surfaces between use.
The 2nd floor outside patio will be open for student use except when it has been reserved by an instructor for a specific
class.
The Eversheds Sutherland Courtyard will be available for student use with signs indicating maximum capacity. Only
one person will be permitted at each table, but others can use chairs and benches with proper social distancing
practices.
Weather permitting, consider taking advantage of outdoor spaces surrounding the law school - North Campus, Herty
Field, Founders Garden, etc.
Will Jittery Joe’s and the vending room be open?
Yes. The Jittery Joe’s on the first floor of Hirsch Hall will be open beginning on Thursday, August 18 for coffee and light
food service (muffins, bagels, etc.). There will be a plexiglass screen and markings on the floor to maintain proper social
distancing while waiting in line.
The vending machine and microwave area will be open but will have strict capacity limits. Members of the Law School
community using those spaces should carefully avoid touching commonly touched spots (like buttons and handles) without
first wiping them down. Cleaning products will be available for your use.
How will locker access work?
Lockers will automatically be assigned for all incoming 1L and LLM students.
Lockers for 2L and 3L students will be assigned on a request-only basis to cut down on unnecessary traffic in the locker
room and allow for social distancing. To request a locker, please submit this form (portal login required) by Friday, July
31.
A maximum of 10 people will be allowed in the locker room at any given time. Please observe this limit and return to the
locker room at a different time if you find that it is at maximum capacity. To avoid traffic jams, students are encouraged to
keep their materials with them.
PLEASE NOTE: there is always the possibility that we may need to pivot to online instruction at any point in the semester.
Keep this in mind as you decide which items to store in your locker. You will be responsible for ensuring that your
materials are in your possession in the event that campus buildings close to students.
What type of masks are recommended?
Any mask that helps keep respiratory droplets from reaching others such as the University provided ones or the ones that
are available at various entrances of the Law School.
Please see the CDC’s website for further information on masks: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
Are students allowed to eat in the law school?
You can eat inside the law school as long as you are maintaining a safe distance from others. Weather permitting, you
may also eat in the courtyard or any other outdoor space.
Has the school made any changes to the vending machines/fridges/microwaves as potential high exposure areas?
The vending machine area was thoroughly cleaned and updated over the summer. Microwaves have been spaced out in
the room and cleaning supplies are available to wipe down any surfaces before you use them.
Please be conscious of the posted room capacity and wait to enter if you find that the space is already full.
Should I be wearing a mask if I am in the Larry Walker room doing a virtual class at the school?
Yes. Unless you are alone in an office or enclosed study room, please wear a mask while inside campus buildings.
Can I work in one of the study rooms (e.g., near the MMM café) without a mask?
Yes, provided that you are in it alone. If you are working in the study room with another person, you both should wear
masks.
CLASSES
The reopening plan mentions that some classes will be online, some will be hybrid, etc. What does that mean?
Consistent with University System of Georgia guidance, the law school has been planning for in-person instruction with
social distancing this fall, as well as the backup contingency that courses might need to migrate fully online at some point
during the semester.
The method of instruction will ultimately vary depending on the particular class and the professor. In some smaller classes,
instructors are planning to meet in person throughout the semester unless required to move online. Other faculty are
planning various ways to offer excellent instruction to the entire class while bringing different groups of students into the
classroom at different times. This may involve “hyflex” instruction, in which some students are in the classroom and others
participate by Zoom. Other instructors plan to use “hybrid” or “flipped classroom” approaches, in which students receive
pre-recorded instructional materials and then rotate through the classroom in pre-divided sections for in-person discussion
and application. Based on University guidance, some courses will occur fully online.
First year students will rotate through classrooms for in person instruction with their legal research/writing subsections. For
upper level courses divided into sections, students will generally be grouped alphabetically.
Do we know how each class will operate? And what about exams?
We have asked full-time faculty to post partial syllabi by August 1 describing their instructional plans for the semester and
providing information about the format and timing of any final exam. Final exams will take place after Thanksgiving, and all
will be on-line. A revised exam schedule will be posted shortly.
Will I be able to walk up to my professor after class to ask questions?
Probably. For classes that meet for in-person instruction, it will often be possible to speak with the professor after class so
long as the professor and student are following health and safety protocols. Plexiglass shielding has been installed in
many classrooms to facilitate such interactions.
What happens if someone has an in-person class and a Zoom class back to back? Is there going to be some place in the
law school where students can do their online class?
Yes. If a student on campus has a Zoom class and the classroom assigned for the course is not in use, that will generally
be the best location for the student to set up. The Larry Walker Room will also be set aside for Zoom seating until 6:00
p.m. on most weekdays. If those options are unavailable, a student may find seating for a Zoom class in the library reading
room or an unused classroom.
What will office hours look like?
All instructors will have office hours. Office hours will vary by instructor. Some will maintain traditional office hours, others
will conduct office hours online and others will meet with students by appointment. Some professors will have a sign on
their door with relevant instructions. Please be mindful of safety protocols during office hours.
After class, should I immediately evacuate the building?
It’s not required, but it will help maintain social distancing and avoid overtaxing common areas and facilities if students
come to campus only on days they have in person classes and return home when school-related obligations are finished.
The Law School recognizes, though, that individual student situations vary and that some may have individualized
research, study and other needs.
Will rooms be cleaned between classes?
No. Classrooms will be cleaned once a day. After the classrooms are cleaned in the evening by the custodians, the
classroom doors will be locked until the following morning. In the daytime, cleaning wipes will be available in each
classroom (and throughout the school in common areas) for individuals to clean their work surface, as they deem
necessary.
Will classes be recorded? If so, is it okay to post recorded class materials in another place?
Many professors plan to record classes so they are available for students who need to miss class or for other students in
the class to review. Please keep in mind that the recordings are for your use as a member of a specific class. Don't share
recorded class materials with anyone not in the class or use the materials for any purpose other than the class, including
posting to other places.
TESTING, EXPOSURE, AND WHEN TO SELF-QUARANTINE
Can I get tested?
Yes. Symptomatic students can receive testing at UHC but must call ahead to book appointments (706-542-1162).
Additionally, it is possible to schedule a test through the Georgia Department of Public Health’s fixed testing site at 1030
Mitchell Bridge Road (706-340-0996).
The University has also announced plans for surveillance testing for students not exhibiting symptoms. Please read more
info HERE about surveillance testing.
What do I do if I am awaiting results?
If you have symptoms or a medical provider has presumptively diagnosed you with COVID-19, you should self-quarantine
(more on this below). Additionally, if you have had prolonged exposure (see below) to someone who tested positive, you
should self-quarantine.
What should I do if I test positive and how long should I stay home?
If you test positive, please stay home and follow the CDC guidelines on isolating while you monitor your symptoms.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
Please note, you are required to report a positive test result in DawgCheck. Please also contact Dr. Casey Graham so we
can ensure you receive the support needed from the law school.
What do I do if I have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19? (Updated Jan 6, 2021)
Please follow the CDC guidance for self-quarantine. Essentially, you should stay home for 14 days after your last contact
with a person who has COVID-19.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
During this time, you should monitor for symptoms, socially distance from others, make a special effort to avoid contact
with people at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
Please also contact your professors and Dr. Casey Graham.
Additionally, the University of Georgia released revised guidelines effective January, 4, 2021, for a 10-day option for
quarantine for those who are in close contact with individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19. Those exercising
the 10-day option must have been symptom free throughout the monitoring period and are strongly encouraged to
voluntarily take a COVID-19 test within 48 hours of the end of the 10-day quarantine period (test to be administered
between days 8 and 10). These tests are administered for free to the campus community by the UGA Health Center and
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.
If the test is negative, the individual may return to campus, but MUST continue to closely monitor for any new
COVID-19 symptoms through 14 days. DawgCheck is the best method for monitoring these symptoms. If new
symptoms occur, the individual must not come to campus and must seek further testing/evaluation.
If the test is positive at the end of the 10-day period, the individual must begin a 10-day isolation period from the date of
the test.
Where do I go if I/my roommate becomes sick?
If you are able to safely go to another location to isolate or quarantine, please do that. Otherwise, we recommend
reviewing and following the CDC Guidance on quarantine scenarios that are specific to living arrangements.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
If I am required to self-quarantine but have not yet tested positive, how long should I self-quarantine?
Please follow the CDC guidance for self-quarantine. Essentially, you should stay home for 14 days after your last contact
with a person who has COVID-19.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
During this time, you should monitor for symptoms, socially distance from others, make a special effort to avoid contact
with people at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Please also contact your professors and Dr. Casey Graham.
How can I learn the meaning of different test options (e.g. molecular, etc.)?
This is a great question, and we have found this site linked below to be helpful in easing the confusion about the different
tests options available at different locations and what each means.
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/coronavirus-testing-basics
Where can I find additional resources for testing?
Any member of the Athens community can call the Northeast District Screening Hotline at 706-340-0996 for an
appointment at the GDPH’s fixed testing site located at 1030 Mitchell Bridge Road. If you are not in the Athens-Clarke
County area you may find the location of the Department of Public Health nearest to you here: https://dph.georgia.gov
/covid-19-testingdirect-patient-lines
How do I make a report if someone else is positive?
If you need to make a report on behalf of someone else, please visit: https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/report-a-positive-covid19-
for-others/
What counts as close contact? (Updated: Oct 22, 2020)
The CDC recently expanded its definition of who is a “close contact” of an individual with COVID-19.
A close contact is now defined as:
Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period
starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the
time the patient is isolated.
Additionally, the following points still apply and would qualify as “close contact”:
You provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19.
You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them).
You shared eating or drinking utensils.
They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you.
If a person tests positive within the law school, how will I know if I need to self-quarantine?
If you have been in close contact with someone who tests positive, you should self-quarantine. Guided by the Centers for
Disease Control and the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), the university is following established protocols that
provide for DPH to oversee contact tracing and notification of persons who have had close contact with an individual who
tests positive.
The university has established a closer relationship with DPH to facilitate information sharing and DPH has ramped up its
resources. Contact tracing will be facilitated by information that flows to DPH securely in real time through the DawgCheck
survey tool–e.g., names and contact information of others who might have been exposed.
If you are deemed to have increased risk because of exposure to an individual who tests positive, DPH has the
responsibility to notify you. In many cases, affected individuals may also reach out to other individuals personally to make
them aware.
If I have traveled internationally, do I need to quarantine?
The Center for Disease Control’s (CDC) guidance related to international travel has recently been updated and no longer
recommends a 14-day quarantine period for those who have traveled internationally. Therefore, the University of Georgia’s
guidelines for students who have traveled internationally have also adjusted and no longer require a quarantine period.
We encourage you to continue to monitor your health and complete the Dawg Check self-reporting process before arriving
to campus each day.
I was in quarantine and took a COVID test. It came back negative. Can I return to the law school?
No. If you are in quarantine, you MUST remain in quarantine for 14 days after your last contact with a COVID positive
person regardless of a negative test as it can take 2 – 14 days for symptoms to appear.
Please visit this link to review other quarantine scenarios: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-
sick/quarantine.html
I was symptomatic with COVID-like symptoms, but my test came back negative. Can I return to the law school?
You may return to the law school if:
you have received a negative test,
you have had no close contact to a COVID-19 positive individual since testing,
your symptoms have improved,
you are fever free for at least 24 hours,
and you are cleared to return by your healthcare provider.
How do I determine how long my quarantine (applies when you are asymptomatic but have been in close contact with
someone who tested positive) or isolation (applies when you are symptomatic and/or have tested positive) period will last?
Please see the following link that provides a quarantine and isolation calculator to help you determine how long your
quarantine or isolation period will last: https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/covid19-calculator/
OTHER TOPICS
If the school has to pivot online, will students continue to have access to the buildings?
Probably not. When classes were moved online in March 2020, students were not permitted to return to campus. The one
exception was a very limited window of time where small groups of students could retrieve items from their lockers. In the
event another pivot becomes necessary, the law school tentatively plans to follow a similar course. Consequently, you are
encouraged to keep your books and supplies with you. You also are encouraged to establish a school/study space in your
residence in the event a pivot online becomes necessary or if you have to self-quarantine.
Where can I learn more information on COVID cases at the University level?
The University of Georgia is providing weekly Wednesday COVID-19 Health and Exposure Updates at the following
website:
https://uhs.uga.edu/healthtopics/covid-19-health-and-exposure-updates
What exactly happens when someone in the Law School has a positive result?
First, someone will reach out to the individual to see how they are doing, ask whether they need anything, and gather
some basic information. This outreach is typically conducted by Casey Graham in the case of a positive student or Kristen
Marinzel in the case of a positive employee.
Second, in the case of a positive student, Dean Beck or Dr. Graham will also reach out to the student’s instructors to
encourage them to work with the student with regard to remote attendance, deadlines, and missed classes while the
student recovers. If a faculty member tests positive, the faculty member’s classes would move online.
Third, the law school’s facilities manager, Mary Beisswenger, will work with the UGA Facilities Maintenance Division and
the school’s incredible custodial staff to coordinate enhanced cleaning of any instructional spaces where the student or
employee was present when last on campus. This is true irrespective of how long it’s been since the individual was last on
campus.
Fourth, Lara Pulliam prepares a notification to that is sent to the entire Law School community for each positive result.
Finally, the information provided in DawgCheck is shared with the Georgia Department of Public Health to initiate contact
tracing.
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